
TECHNICAL NOTE : 

COLOR MICROFILM - ONE APPLICATION 

by NicolaS de ~ o n g l  

The use  of  co lor  microfi lm i n  Canada i s  r e l a t i v e l y  r ecen t  and a s  such 
has not  rece ived  a  g r e a t  dea l  of a t t e n t i o n .  I n  order  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  cer -  
t a i n  of i t s  uses  and c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  one s p e c i f i c  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  here  
considered.  

S i r  John William Dawson, McGill Univers i ty  P r inc ipa l ,  1855-1893, Lady 
Dawson, and most members of t h e i r  family were accomplished i l l u s t r a t o r s  of 
many of h i s  and t h e i r  works. Their daughter ,  Anna, who married D r .  Bernard 
J. Harrington, has l e f t  a  cons iderable  body of water-colors,  l a r g e l y  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  vaca t ion  a r e a s  of t h e  lower S t .  Lawrence, but  inc luding  
pa in t ings  done i n  Scotland,  t h e  nor thern  United S t a t e s ,  France and Montreal. 
The continuing search f o r  ma te r i a l  r e l a t i n g  t o  S i r  J. W. Dawson by t h e  
Univers i ty  Arch iv i s t ,  M r .  J. C .  L. Andreassen, r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  discovery 
of t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  of water-colors i n  t h e  home of  M s .  Lois Winslow- 
Spragge, daughter of Professor and Mrs. Bernard J. Harrington. I t  was 
apparent  t h a t  t h e  bulk of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  would i n  due time be d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  var ious  present-day descendants of t h e  DaWSOn and Harrington f ami l i e s .  

Shor t l y  a f t e r  t h e  Second world War, M r .  Andreassen was p r iv i l eged  t o  
see,  among Captured Enemy Documents, t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  survey ma te r i a l s  
on color t r anspa renc i e s ,  produced by d i r e c t i o n  of Adolf H i t l e r ,  i n  Germany. 
A t  t h a t  time, he came t o  t h e  sad conclusion t h a t  t h e  bulk of t he se  remark- 
a b l e  color photographs would have a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  l i f e span .  However, 
one r ecen t  development has been t h e  production of color microfilm of 
a r ch iva l  q u a l i t y .  

~ r .  Andreassen suggested t o  Mrs. winslow-Spragge t h a t  she a l low the  
Univers i ty  Archives t o  conduct an accessioning experiment through the  use 
of t h i s  a r c h i v a l  q u a l i t y  microfilm. This she agreed t o ,  and i n  t he  
course of her d i s cus s ions  w i th  Mr. Andreassen, she presented  t h e  Univer- 
s i t y  Archives wi th  a  framed water-color.  The a s s i s t a n c e  and i n t e r e s t  of 
t h e  Montreal r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of Recordak of Canada, Ltd. was obta ined  
and the  p r o j e c t  was ass igned t o  me. I t  was decided t o  r e t a i n  i n  r o l l  
form, one copy of each of t h e  ninety-eight  water-colors a s  a  master copy, 
t o  be  used when necessary i n  t he  f u t u r e  t o  make o ther  copies.  The 
remaining four sho r t s  of each p i c t u r e  have been mounted i n  double g l a s s  
s l i d e s .  One s e t  of t he se  s l i d e s  has been presented t o  Mrs. Lois  Winslow- 
Spragge. The remaining t h r e e  s e t s  together  with a  copy of t h e  pamphlet 
l i s t i n g  t h e  n ine ty-e ight  capt ions  have been r e t a ined  f o r  r e f e rence  use 
and occas ional  loan,  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  ind iv idua l s  and/or groups. 
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