
La ma j o r i t g  c r o i t  l a  formation h i s t o r i q u e  e s s e n t i e l l e ,  mais v o i t  l l u t i l i t e /  
d'une formation d 'appoin t  dans l e s  domaines e'conomiques ou s o c i a l  ou dans 
l e s  techniques de l a  r e s t a u r a t i o n ,  de l a  photographie ou de l ' in format ique .  
Les opinions g t a i e n t  p lu s  par tagks  pour ce  qu i  a  t r a i t  a' l a  recherche 
personnel le ;  mais l a  major i t6  sembla i t  d 'opin ion  que l ' a r c h i v i s t e  d e v r a i t  
pouvoir d isposer  de d ix  pour cent  de son temps pour s e s  propres recherches .  

Les d iscuss ions  e t  l e s  rencont res  f u r e n t  t r& enr i ch i s san te s .  Le 
cadre dans l eque l  l a  confdrence f u t  tenue a jou ta  gnornement d S i n t 6 r $ t  2 
c e l l e - c i .  

L ' accue i l  f u t  des p lus  chaleureux, l a  tempe'rature idgale .  Nous fAurnes 
r e p s  par l a  fondation Van Leer, par l e  maire de ~g rusa l em,  par l e  
prgs ident  de l a  Knesseth (Parlement) .  11 y e u t  v i s i t e ,  en  groupe, du 
Kibb0u.t: Guvat-Brenner, des  r u i n e s  de ~e 'sare 'e ,  de T_el-Aviv e t  de J a f f a .  La 
con fkence  f u t  s u i v i e  d 'une excursion a' ~ethle 'em,  a l a  Mer Morte et;i. 
Je'r icho . 

~ s r a g l  e s t  un pays de con t r a s t e ,  a r i d e ,  montagneux, en  ~ u d d e ,  ddbordant 
de v&jgtation dans l a  p l a i n e  de Samarie. Peu de populat ion,  sauf dans 
quelques cen t r e s  comme  el-Avlv. ~ ' a n c i e n n e s  r u i n e s  par t o u t  le pays. 
Enfin, J&usalem avec son humanitg g r o u i l l a n t e ,  bigarge,  dans les r u e s  
g t r o i t e s  e t  moyen-Sgeuses du vieux ~ 6 r u s a l e m  f a i s a n t  v io l en t  c o n t r a s t e  
avec l e s  g d i f i c e s  u l t r a  modernes de l a  nouvelle J6rusalem l a i s s e  une 
impression tr&s f o r t e ,  t r $ s  p e r s i s t a n t e .  La menace de chole'ra q u i  p e s a i t  
sur  l e  pays de f u t  qu'un inconvgnient mineur. Les detournements d 'av ions  
par l'es g u g r i l l a s  a rabes  l a  v e i l l e  de no t r e  dgpart  a jou ta  une note  
dramatique .S un s6jour par  a i l l e u r s  t r s s  de'tendu. 

Bernard Weilbrenner 
Ar chives publiques du Canada 

ARMA SEMINAR I N  THE PRINCIPLES O F  MICROFILM 

Montreal, February 8 - 9,  1971 

This two-day workshop type  seminar i n  t h e  P r i n c ~ p l e s  of  Microfilm 
was t h e  f i r s t  of i t s  k ind  t o  be sponsored by the Montreal Chapter of t h e  
~ m e r i c a n  ' ~ e c o r d s  Management Associat ion,  and was an outs tanding  success.  

" m n ' t  be too has ty  i n  your eagerness t o  t r y  out  a  new t o o l .  Learn 
how t o  use i t  proper ly  f i r s t .  Nothing w i l l  d i s c r e d i t  a  new t o o l  quicker 
than t o  use it the  wrong way o r  under t h e  wrong circumstances. However, 
proper ly  used, microfi lm systems w i l l  save you time, space and money," 
i s  t h e  way William J. Gray, Records Consultant ,  Records Management Company, 
expressed it, a s  he I n  English,  and Denis Deslongchamps i n  French, wel- 
comed the  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  He went on t o  say  t h a t  one of t h e  prime purposes 
of t h e  Associat ion is t o  he lp  people br idge  t h e  genera t ion  gap between 
the  o ld  and t h e  new s k i l l s .  This  workshop is  j u s t  another s t e p  i n  t h a t  
d i r ec t ion .  



John Andreassen, Archiv is t ,  McGill Univers i ty ,  and keynote speaker,  
p r ed i c t ed  t h a t  t h e  use of microfi lm w i l l  i nc rease  geometr ica l ly  and c o s t s  
w i l l  decrease accordingly dur ing  the  next  f i v e  years .  Tracing t h e  h i s t o r y  
of b lack  and white f i lm,  he noted t h a t  t h e  swing t o  colour w i l l  be more 
pronounced a s  new equipment and supp l i e s  come o f f  t h e  drawing board. He 
f e l t  t h a t  t he  g r e a t e s t  challenge f ac ing  people w i l l  be t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  
keep up wi th  t he  rapidly-expanding microfi lm technology. 

One of t h e  h igh l igh t s  of t h e  workshop was reached when 97 people 
crowded i n  t o  hear W. D. Wheeler, Head, Technical  Division,  Publ ic  Archives, 
Ottawa, develop t h e  theme of t h e  seminar, "Leaning o r  Learning". He poin- 
t e d  ou t  t h a t  microfi lming i s  not a  new concept but ,  r ecen t  technologica l  
advances a r e  making it more acceptable ,  and a powerful way t o  con t ro l  and 
use  t h e  s teady f low of new and va luable  information.  Furthermore, contin-  
uing developments w i l l  have a profound e f f e c t  on f u t u r e  methods f o r  organi -  
z ing  and disseminating da ta  and information.  He explained t h a t  microfi lm 
i s  not  an end unto i t s e l f ,  bu t  a  means t o  an end. Hopefully, an end t o  
p re sen t  i n e f f i c i e n t  and c o s t l y  c l e r i c a l  opera t ions .  Nevertheless,  t o  
o b t a i n  optimum b e n e f i t s ,  t he  s e l e c t i o n  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  system o r  p iece  of 
equipment must be preceded by good records  management ana lys i s .  He summed 
up by s t a t i n g  t h a t  microfi lming w i l l  be most productive when people s t o p  
leaning  on o t h e r s  fo r  t echn ica l  a s s i s t a n c e  and l e a r n  how t o  i n t e g r a t e  new 
techniques wi th  t h e i r  p a s t  s k i l l s .  

A c lo se  rappor t  was reached a s  t h e  workshop l eade r s  got  down t o  busi-  
ness. The p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e a l l y  enjoyed using t h e  new "Programmed Note- 
books", e s p e c i a l l y  designed and prepared f o r  t h e  workshop. They f e l t  they 
made note-taking much e a s i e r  and fol lowing t h e  sub jec t  ma te r i a l  s impler  
a s  it unfolded.   his innovation w i l l  now be extended t o  f u t u r e  workshops 
s ince  it has proved i t s e l f .  Subjec t  ma te r i a l  covered i n  d e t a i l  included 
among o t h e r s  fundamental modes of microfilm; t h e i r  processing and r e l a t e d  
equipment; systems ana lys i s  and implementation; and, an in t roduc t ion  t o  
"COM" . 

K. F. Fos t e r ,  Chief ,  Microfilm Services ,  Federa l  Government, had 
l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  s e l l i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of  microfi lm which he described a s  
high-speed r e t r i e v a l  of information;  ea se  of information handling;  sim- 
p l i f i e d  updating;  inexpensive movement of l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of information 
over g r e a t  d i s t ances  and accuracy. An a d d i t i o n a l  advantage of microfilm 
was t h e  p ro t ec t ion  i t  af forded an o r i g i n a l  document from such normal 
hazards a s  document s ecu r i t y ,  document l o s s ,  document wear, mu t i l a t i on  
o r  a l t e r a t i o n .  

The workshop a t t r a c t e d  people from a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  Halifax,  a s  f a r  
south a s  Syracuse, and a s  f a r  west a s  Waterloo, Ontario.  I n  add i t i on  t o  
Montreal, Quebec Ci ty ,  Ottawa and Toronto s e n t  t h e  l a r g e s t  contingents.  
Un ive r s i t i e s  and p r a c t i c a l l y  every agency of t h e  Federal  and two Provin- 
c i a l  Governments were represented .  The l i s t  of i n d u s t r i a l  companies 
looked l i k e  a page t o r n  ou t  of Who's Who i n  Indus t ry .  

People r e tu rned  t o  t h e i r  homes f u l l y  aware t h a t  microforms, micro- 
publ i sh ing  and micrographics a r e  going t o  make a profound impact on t h e i r  
jobs i n  t h e  fu tu re ,  bu t  s a t i s f i e d  i n  t h e  knowledge t h a t  they  a r e  now much 
b e t t e r  prepared t o  meet the  challenge.  

William J. Gray 
Records Management Company of Canada 




