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ORAL INTERVIEWS 

York U n i v e r s i t y ' s  O r a l  H i s t o r y  Programme 

Why do o r a l  h i s t o r y ?  I t  i s  c u r i o u s  t h a t  such a  q u e s t i o n  would even 
b e  c r e d i b l e  i n  1970. O r a l  h i s t o r y  h a s  been wide ly  and s k i l l f u l l y  used  
f o r  a lmost  two decades i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  and t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  p r o j e c t s ,  
such a s  t h a t  a t  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h a t  have c o l l e c t e d  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  
m a t e r i a l s .  But i n  Canada t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few h i s t o r i a n s ,  a r c h i v e s ,  o r  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  involved  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, o n l y  
one s c h o l a r l y  book has  been p u b l i s h e d  t h a t  makes e x t e n s i v e  use  of  mater- 
i a l s  c o l l e c t e d  by t h i s  t echnique  - V i c t o r  Hoar ' s  The Mackenzie-Papineau 
 att tali on - aad  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t h e  au thor  is  a n  American. But t h e  need 
f o r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  p r e s e n t  and i n c r e a s i n g ,  and Canadian h i s t o r i a n s ,  
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and a r c h i v i s t s  w i l l  have t o  become e x p e r t  i n  t h i s  
method. 

The r e a s o n  i s  very  s imple .  U n t i l  now our  h i s t o r y  h a s  been  l a r g e l y  
prepared  from manuscr ip t  sources ,  from t h e  l e t t e r s  of  p o l i t i c i a n s  and 
t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  and from t h e  memoranda and documents d o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 
government departments .  Today, i n  an age  o f  conference  te lephone  c a l l s  
and e a s y  j e t  t r a v e l ,  t h e  l e t t e r  i s  dead o r  dying.  Everyone o f  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c i a n s  i n  Par l i ament  today has  f r e e  t e lephone  s e r v i c e  and v i r t u a l l y  
u n l i m i t e d  t r a v e l  t o  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  I n  such c i rcumstances  and wi thout  
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  sources ,  how w i l l  h i s t o r i a n s  b e  a b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  what 
t h e  policy-makers and p o l i t i c i a n s  were do ing?  Very simply, t h e y  won' t .  
I n  sum, t h a t  i s  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  a n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  programme, b u t  i t  must 
b e  added t h a t  t h i s  t echnique  a l s o  a l l o w s  h i s t o r i a n s  t o  c r e a t e  and have 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  people.  T h i s  is  a p o t e n t i a l  b reak through  t o  
a  new k i n d  o f  h i s t o r y  - a t r u e  s t o r y  of  t h e  e v e n t s  and t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

We know, of  course ,  t h a t  human memory i s  d i s t r e s s i n g l y  f a l l i b l e .  
People  remember what they  choose, and men i n  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
o f t e n  t e n d  t o  p o r t r a y  themselves i n  t h e  b e s t  l i g h t  p o s s i b l e .  Notwith- 
s t a n d i n g  t h e s e  drawbacks, o r a l  h i s t o r y  g i v e s  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  
a c c e s s  t o  a  source  he  would no t  o t h e r w i s e  have. A s  w i t h  a l l  s o u r c e s  he 
u s e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  he must e x e r c i s e  c a r e ,  b u t  imagine what h ~ s t o r i a n s  cou ld  
do w i t h  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Char lo t te town o r  
Quebec Conference, w i t h  t h e  men involved  i n  the c o n s c r i p t i o n  c r i s i s  o f  
1917, o r  w i t h  t h e  men who s e r v e d  w i t h  and t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  John ~ i e f e n b a k e r .  

T h i s  l a s t  p r o j e c t  i s  t h e  one w i t h  which I am involved .  I n  1968, York 
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Behavioural  Research agreed  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  
O r a l  H i s t o r y  Programme. The f i r s t  p r o j e c t  was a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  
Conserva t ive  P a r t y  i n  t h e  ~ i e f e n b a k e r  Years (1956-1967). The p r o j e c t  
was i n t e r e s t i n g  and impor tan t  i n  i t s e l f ,  and t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r s  involved  
( P r o f e s s o r s  Pau l  S tevens ,  P e t e r  O l i v e r  and J. L. G r a n a t s t e i n )  knew many 
o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and were a l l  Canadian h i s t o r i a n s  w i t h  r e s e a r c h  



i n t e r e s t s  i n  t he  a r ea .  The r e s u l t  has been a  continuing programme of 
in terv iews,  generously f inanced by t h e  Canada Council.  The Counci l ' s  
award was a  precedent ,  be ing  t h e  f i r s t  g r an t  f o r  t h i s  type  of s tudy.  To 
da t e ,  t h e  in terv iewers  have t a lked  t o  almost twenty Cabinet min i s t e r s ,  
key organizers ,  p r o v i n c i a l  premiers,  and Opposition f i g u r e s ,  and t h e  York 
f i l e s  conta in  some 150 hours of taped in terv iews and over 4,000 pages of 
t r ansc r ibed  ma te r i a l .  With some confidence, we f e e l  t h a t  no one w i l l  be 
ab l e  t o  w r i t e  the  h i s t o r y  of t h e  per iod  without  reading,  f o r  example, our 
thir teen-hour in terv iew wi th  M r .  Dalton Camp, our t e n  hours wi th  M r .  Eddie 
Goodman, o r  our e i g h t  hours wi th  Hon. P i e r r e  skvigny. 

Of course,  t h e  in terv iews over lap  and o f t e n  become cont radic tory .  I f  
we hear t h e  s t o r y  of t he  cabine t  co l l apse  of  1963 once more, we a r e  l i a b l e  
t o  co l l apse  ourse lves .  But i f  t r u t h  can be recons t ruc ted  out  of t h e  
d i f f e r i n g  accounts of p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  then  we have important  ma te r i a l  he re .  
And we be l i eve  t h a t  we do. 

Because many of t h e  gentlemen interviewed a r e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  po l i -  
t i c s  o r  s t i l l  have hopes of  r e tu rn ing  t o  the  pa r ty  wars, we were obviously 
faced with a  s p e c i a l  problem. How could we g e t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  content ious  
events  t o  t a l k  f r e e l y  about con f iden t i a l  mat te rs?  The s o l i t a r y  s o l u t i o n  
was t o  pledge ourse lves  t o  r e spec t  t h e  con f iden t i a l  na tu re  of t h e  ma te r i a l  
and t o  g ive  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  l e g a l  guarantees of t h a t .  The r e s u l t  was a  
statement,  "Conditions Governing the  Use of Mater ia l" ,  ( s ee  below) t h a t  
was prepared i n  consu l t a t i on  wi th  t he  Univers i ty  s o l i c i t o r ,  a  copy of 
which goes t o  each person interviewed.  Bas ica l ly  t hese  condi t ions  al low 
t h e  sub jec t  t o  determine t h e  per iod  f o r  which h i s  t r a n s c r i p t  and tapes  
s h a l l  be closed t o  r e sea rche r s ,  and most have f i x e d  terms of twenty years ,  
al though some have s p e c i f i e d  sho r t e r  per iods  and some have s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e i r  in terv iew w i l l  become open a f t e r  t h e i r  death.  The condi t ions  a l s o  
make c l e a r  guarantees  about t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t he  ma te r i a l :  "Researchers, 
in terv iewers ,  copyr ighters  and a l l  persons employed by the  Univers i ty  
d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  i n  prepara t ion  of t he  record  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
and in terv iews ... s h a l l  be sworn t o  secrecy and undertake not  t o  r e t a i n  
any such record  i n  p a r t  o r  i n  whole nor t o  publ i sh  t h e  same. . . " . 

Overdone? Perhaps, bu t  we be l ieved then and we s t i l l  be l i eve  now 
t h a t  such s t e p s  were e s s e n t i a l .  This means t h a t  t he  in terv iewers  have t o  
opera te  under a  self-denying ordinance,  binding themselves not t o  make 
use of ma te r i a l  they  l e a r n  i n  in terv iews.  I have done some wr i t i ng  on 
fo re ign  pol icy ,  f o r  example, and o f t e n  r e f e r  t o  t h e  nuclear  c r i s i s  of 
1963. I t  i s  f r ank ly  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  avoid making use of c o n f i d e n t i a l  
in terv iew ma te r i a l ,  and it r e q u i r e s  a  d e l i b e r a t e  a c t  of w i l l  not t o  do so .  
I n  addi t ion ,  our s e c u r i t y  requirements obl iged  us t o  acqui re  a  s a f e  a t  t h e  
un ive r s i t y  and the  s e r v i c e s  of  a  bonded sec re t a ry .  

This s e c u r i t y  would be p o i n t l e s s  i f  t h e  ma te r i a l  we were g e t t i n g  was 
inconsequent ia l .  I f  it does have value,  it i s  because we have learned  
some techniques of interviewing,  l a r g e l y  through hard experience.  I n  t he  
f i r s t  p lace ,  we never have l e s s  than twomr more than  t h r e e  in terv iewers .  
one person cannot e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r equ i r ed  rappor t  - a  b lend of f r i e n d l i n e s s  
and f irmness - t h a t  is r equ i r ed  wi th  t h e  sub jec t .  Two o r  t h r e e  people can, 
and they can master complex ma te r i a l  b e t t e r  by d iv id ing  it i n t o  manageable 
po r t i ons .  But how do you ask ques t ions?  There a r e  no hard and f a s t  r u l e s ,  
f o r  c l e a r l y  you r equ i r e  d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l s  t o  in terv iew a  Davie Ful ton  o r  a  
P i e r r e  ~ 6 v i g n y .  But our experience has been t h a t  c e r t a i n  of t h e  milder 
techniques of p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a r e  u se fu l .  One in terv iewer  i s  t h e  
prosecutor ,  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  t h e  p r i s o n e r ' s  f r i e n d s ,  and t h e  two s i d e s  



a l t e r n a t e  i n  applying t h e i r  techniques of persuasion.  We do t r y  t o  avoid 
f i g h t i n g  wi th  the  sub jec t  over po in t s  under duscussion and we do not  p re s s  
beyond a c e r t a i n  poin t .  But i f  we g e t  a  response t h a t  is  simply not  cred- 
i b l e  we w i l l  not  h e s i t a t e  t o  take  up t h e  challenge.   his technique requi -  
r e s  stamina on both s ides ,  sometimes pe r iod ic  infus ions  of a l coho l i c  bev- 
e rages ,  and comfortable surroundings. The ove r r id ing  f a c t o r  i n  a success-  
f u l  in terv iew,  however, s t i l l  remains t h e  memory of t h e  sub jec t  and h i s  
w i l l i ngness  t o  t a l k .  Without these ,  a l l  i s  l o s t .  

Without good equipment, a l l  can be l o s t ,  too.  After  some experimen- 
t a t i o n ,  t h e  York Ora l  His tory  Programme adopted t h e  Uher 5000 tape  recor-  
d e r .  This l ightweight  machine comes equipped wi th  a s e n s i t i v e  microphone 
t h a t  can adequately pick up conversat ion around a l i v i n g  room o r  a l a r g e  
t a b l e ,  and wi th  a foot-pedal  and ear-phones f o r  subsequent t r a n s c r i p t i o n  
of  t h e  tapes .  The cos t  of t h e  machine is  j u s t  over $400. We use 900-foot 
r e e l s  of  good q u a l i t y  tape ,  and we ope ra t e  t h e  recorder  a t  a  speed of 
1 7/8. This does not  produce sound of  broadcas t  q u a l i t y ,  bu t  it gives  
good reproduct ion  and a per iod  of one and one-half hours between tape  
cl-a nges . 

To t r a n s c r i b e  in terv iews is  a l s o  no simple t a sk .  The t y p i s t  has t o  be 
a b l e  and i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and she must know t h e  per iod .  How e l s e  i s  she t o  
s o r t  through the  names and p l aces  and the  o f t e n  garb led  conversat ions t h a t  
a r e  tossed  ou t  i n  in terv iews?  A t  York, t h e  t y p i s t  prepares a f i r s t  d r a f t  
t h a t  is then  ed i t ed  by one of t h e  in terv iewers .  Grammatical s l i p s  a r e  
e l iminated ,  r e p e t i t i o n  i s  removed, and a coherent  t r a n s c r i p t  t h a t  i s  
f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  tape  is  produced. A second d r a f t  i s  then typed, t h e  o r i -  
g i n a l  being r e t a i n e d  a t  York and the  carbon being s e n t  t o  t h e  sub jec t .  
The t ape  i s  a l s o  r e t a i n e d  a t  York. 

Our experience sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  c o s t s  f o r  an  o r a l  h i s t o r y  programme 
a r e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  moderate, excepting t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r i c e  of t h e  tape  rec-  
order  and tk c o s t s  of t r a v e l .  One hour of tape  produces a t r a n s c r i p t  of 
some t h i r t y  pages, and f o r  two d r a f t s  approximately f i v e  hours of typing 
t ime a r e  requi red .  We e s t ima te  t h a t  t h i s  c o s t s  us  under $14. TO make t h e  
b e s t  pos s ib l e  use of our t r a n s c r i p t s ,  we hope eventua l ly  t o  prepare an 
index, and t h i s  may be c o s t l y .  

TO da t e ,  t he  o r i g i n a l  p r o j e c t  a t  York has spawned one o f f sp r ing ,  a  
s tudy of  t h e  Canadian r o l e  i n  t he  formation of NATO. A number of o the r  
p r o j e c t s  a r e  being d iscussed ,  inc luding  a s tudy of h i s t o r i a n s  and h i s t o r -  
iography. There a r e  sub jec t s  ap lenty ,  bu t  anyone th inking  of becoming 
involved has t o  be prepared t o  make a s u b s t a n t i a l  investment of time. 
The rewards a r e  g r e a t ,  however, and we have t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  na t ion  t o  
record .  

APPENDIX 

York Univers i ty :  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Behavioural Research: Oral  H i s to ry  
~roqramme . 

Condit ions Governing Use of  Mater ia l  

1. Ownership of Mater ia l  - Mater ia l  prepared by York Univers i ty  i n  what- 
ever form s h a l l  be and s h a l l  remain t h e  proper ty  of t h e  Universi ty.  

2 .  Publ ica t ion  and S a l e  - No verbatim r e p o r t ,  e d i t e d  t r a n s c r i p t  o r  
quota t ion  s h a l l  be published by t h e  Univers i ty  u n t i l  t h e  expi ry  of 
- years  a t  which time the  e n t i r e  r eco rd  s h a l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  



t o  t h e  p~ 

Copyriqht - Recorded ma te r i a l  may i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of  t h e  Univers i ty  
be  copyrighted i n  t h e  name of t h e  Univers i ty  provided copyright  s h a l l  
i n  no way a f f e c t  o r  l i m i t  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  p a r t y  interviewed t o  pub- 
l i s h  and o therwise  t o  make use of t h e  same information a t  any time 
but  only  t o  t he  e x t e n t  t he  same was cont r ibuted  by such person.  

~ d i t i n q  - York Univers i ty  may i n  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n  pub l i sh  o r  make use 
of e d i t e d  m a t e r i a l  based on the in terv iew record ,  a f t e r  t h e  expi ry  of  
t he  above-mentioned term. 

Secu r i t y  - Only one o r i g i n a l  and one carbon copy s h a l l  be made of  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t  of t he  in terv iew o r  in terv iews hereunder. The Univers i ty  
s h a l l  keep i n  such p lace  o r  p laces  a s  they deem approp r i a t e  t o  secure  
t h e i r  s a f e t y  and secrecy  a l l  t apes  of t he  in terv iew o r  in terv iews 
and t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r a n s c r i p t  thereof  and s h a l l  al low access  t o  no one 
except wi th  t he  w r i t t e n  au tho r i za t ion  of  t h e  interviewee o r  h i s  per-  
sonal  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  dur ing  t h e  above-mentioned term. The carbon 
copy w i l l  be de l ive red  t o  t h e  interviewee.  

Researcher and In terv iewer  - Researchers , in terv iewers ,  copyr i g h t e r  s 
and a l l  persons employed by t h e  Univers i ty  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  i n  
p repa ra t ion  of t h e  r eco rd  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and in terv iews r e f e r -  
r ed  t o  here in ,  s h a l l  be sworn t o  secrecy and undertake not  t o  r e t a i n  
any such record  i n  p a r t  o r  i n  whole nor t o  publ i sh  t h e  same and s h a l l  
a s s ign  t o  t he  Univers i ty  any compensation or  reward t o  which they may 
become e n t i t l e d  i n  t h e  event  of such d i sc lo su re  

NOTE : - 
I n  Clause 2 and i n  t h e  Acceptance i n  t h e  a t t ached  l e t t e r ,  t h e  

i n s e r t e d  f i g u r e  should be t h a t  agreed between the  P r o j e c t  Direc tor  
and t h e  Interviewee.  

J. L. Granats te in  
York Univers i ty  

M r .  GORDON CUNNINGHAM of t h e  CBC emphasized t h a t  in terv iews were 
recorded by t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  Corporat ion on the  understanding t h a t  they  
could be used immediately and a t  any time i n  t he  f u t u r e .  This approach 
was e s s e n t i a l l y  j o u r n a l i s t i c  and t h e  s e c u r i t y  arrangements provided by 
o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  were not ,  t he re fo re ,  pos s ib l e ,  al though those  being 
interviewed were we l l  aware of  t he  f a c t .  He recognized t h a t  t h e r e  was 
much over-recording i n  broadcas t  terms, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Diefenbaker- 
Pearson p ro j ec t ,  f o r  i n s t ance .  The CBC i s  very conscious .of t h e  value of  
t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  footage,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  program may only  be heard 
once. The CBC Archives r ece ives  copies  of  a l l  sound and video t a p e  
covering t h e  gene ra l  h i s t o r y  f i e l d ,  inc luding  va luable  " p r o f i l e s "  of 
prominent people a c t i v e  during the  T h i r t i e s  and F o r t i e s .  There would 
seem t o  be t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of exchange of u n r e s t r i c t e d  t apes  wi th  o r a l  
h i s t o r i a n s  through dubbing, al though t h e  low speeds a t  which o r a l  h i s t o r y  
in terv iews a r e  conducted may make them unsu i t ab l e  f o r  broadcast ing.  

There i s  no reason why o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  should not  submit program 
ma te r i a l  t o  t h e  CBc on a f r e e l a n c e  b a s i s  and, i f  successfu l ,  augment 
t h e i r  funds i n  t h i s  way. I n  time, a  documentary may be  acceptable  a s  



p a r t  o f  t h e  requ i rements  f o r  a  pos t -gradua te  degree.  Mr. Cunningham made 
it c l e a r ,  however, t h a t  t h e  CBC Archives  d i d  n o t  have s u f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  on a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  b u t  t h a t  dubbings o f  t a p e  could,  
on  occas ion ,  be  provided a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  t a p e .  

M r .  GEORGES DELISLE o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives o f  Canada s a i d  t h a t  nego- 
t i a t i o n s  were i n  p r o g r e s s  f o r  t h e  d e p o s i t  o f  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  CBC's e a r l y  
t a p e s  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives.  Much o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n r e v o l v e d  around t h e  
need f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  i n  p r o g r e s s  and t h e  problem 
o f  c o p y r i g h t  . 

TABLE RONDE DES ARCHIVES 

~ & u s a l e m ,  31  aoGt - 3  septembre 1970 

Une c i n q u a n t a i n e  de personnes o n t  p a r t i c i p e  2 c e t t e  douziBme confe'rence. 
En p l u s  d e s  agences i n t e r n a t i o n a l e s ,  une q u i n z a i n e  de pays 6 t a i e n t  
repre 'sent6s : Allemaqne de 1 'Ouest , Autr i c h e ,  Belqique,  B r g s i l ,  Canada, 
Danemark, Espagne, France,  Ghana, ~ r a n d e - ~ r e t a g n e ,  ~ s r a g l ,  ~ o r v s g e ,  Pays- 
Bas, ~ u s d e ,  U.S.A. 

S u i v a n t  l a  coutume, l e s  d i s c u s s i o n s  p r i r e n t  c o m e  p o i n t  de ddPar t  l e s  
r a p p o r t s  q u i  rksumaient  l e s  enqus tes  men6es par  correspondance au  cours  de 
l ' a n n g e .  Le r a p p o r t  de C h r i s t i a n  ~ u t  ( D i r e c t e u r  d e s  S e r v i c e s  d 'Arch ives  
de  P a r i s )  p o r t a i t  s u r  l e s  Archives imprimges, c e l u i  de Robert-Henri B a u t i e r  
( P r o f e s s e u r  h l t e / c o l e  des  C h a r t e s )  s u r  l a  miss ion  d e s  a r c h i v e s  e t  l e s  
t a c h e s  d e s  a r c h i v i s t e s .  Ces r a p p o r t s  s e r o n t  publ ie 's  sous  peu dans Archivum. 
J e  me c o n t a k r a i  donc de s o u l i g n e r  c e r t a i n s  po in t s : -  

Arch ives  i m p r  imges 

I1 y  e u t  une a s s e z  v i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  s u r  l a  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  m&ne du terme.  
On e n  v i n t  3 l a  conc lus ion  q u ' i l  a u r a i t  6t6 p l u s  j u s t e  de p a r l e r  des  
imprimks dans l e s  a r c h i v e s .  Tous g t a i e n t  d ' a c c o r d  que beaucoup d ' a r c h i v e s  
Q t a i e n t  maintenant  imprim6es, mais d e v r a i e n t  & r e  t r a i t k e s  c o m e  l e s  
a u t r e s  documents: c e r t a i n s  a l l a i e n t  p l u s  l o i n ,  c r o y a i e n t  a' l a  ngcess i te '  
pour l e s  a r c h i v e s  de conserver  non seulement l e s  a r c h i v e s  proprement d i t e s ,  
mais a u s s i  t o u t e s  l e s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  gouvernementales ,  e t  a u s s i  un choix 
j u d i c i e u x  d1imprim6s de  n a t u r e  &phe'mkre, a f f i c h e s ,  journaux c l a n d e s t i n s ,  
c i r c u l a i r e s  e t c . ,  q u i  n l e ' t a i e n t  pas  conserve/s dans l e s  b i b l i o t h s q u e s .  

Miss ions  d e s  a r c h i v e s  

La grande malorite/ d e s  pays s o n t  maintenant  d ' a v l s  que l e s  archives, 
n o t a m e n t  l e s  Archives Nat iona les ,  o n t  l e  devoi r  de conserver  non seulement 
l e s  a r c h i v e s  gouvernementales ,  mais  a u s s i  l e s  a r c h i v e s  p r i d e s  d 1 i n t 6 r $ t  
p o l i t i q u e ,  e'conomique, s o c i a l  ou c u l t u r e l .  Les a r c h i v e s  o n t  a u s s i  un r a l e  
3 jouer  dans l a  g e s t i o n  des  d o s s i e r s ,  d$s  a p r s s  l e u r  c r 6 a t i o n .  

1 Les t s c h e s  d e s  a r c h i v i s t e s  

Deux q u e s t i o n s  o n t  &te/  de 'bat tues:  l a  fo rmat ion  d e s  a r c h i v i s t e s  d o i t -  
e l l e  & r e ,  avan t  t o u t ,  h i s t o r i q u e ;  dans q u e l l e  mesure l ' a r c h i v i s t e  d o i t - i l  
pouvoir  poursu ivre .  s e s  r e c h e r c h e s  p e r s o n n e l l e s  d u r a n t  l e s  heures  de t r a v a i l .  




