
LE MOT DU PRESIDENT 

C 'e s t  en  ju in  1956 que l e  cornit6 des Archives devin t  l a  Sec t ion  des  
Archives. La Sect ion  aura donc 15  ans  en ju in  1971. 

11 y a u r a i t  peut-&re l i e u  de f a i r e  l e  b i l a n  des succ\es e t  des  
gchecs; je pr&&e, pour ma p a r t ,  t r a c e r  l e s  grandes l i g n e s  d 'un  programme 
d l a c t i v i t e /  pour l a  Sec t ion .  

Les moyens d ' a c t i o n  met t re  en oeuvre pourra ient  s e  p lacer  sous 
qua t r e  rubr iques :  groupes d8&ude - cours - pub l i ca t ions  - p r o j e t s  
c o l l e c t i f s .  

Groupes d 'g tude  

La premi&e &tape me semble l a  formation de groupes dle/tude q u i  
approfondi ra ient  l e s  p r inc ipes  e t  techniques dans un domaine donn6. 

Des cours ou colloques spe/cialise/s s e r a i e n t  organis& dans chaque 
domaine grsce  aux travaux de ce s  groupes d 'gtude.  

Publ ica t ions  

Les gtudes auxquelles donneraient  l i e u  c e s  recherches e t  cours 
s e r a i e n t  publie/es pour l e u r  donner une p lus  l a r g e  d i f fu s ion .  

Pro j e t s  c o l l e c t i f s  

DeS p r o j e t s  men& conjointement par p lu s i eu r s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r end ra i en t  
p lu s  e f f i c a c e  l a  co l l abo ra t ion  e n t r e  a rchives  canadiennes. 

Le l i e u  de rencont re  e t  de d iscuss ion  s e r a i t  l a  s ec t ion ,  son exgcut i f  
e t  son congrks annuel, l e s  cours ge/n&aux donngs sous s e s  auspices ,  e t  l a  
revue 1 ' A r  c h i v i s t e  canadien. 

Les bases  de c e t t e  a c t i o n  e x i s t e n t  de/js > l 8 e / t a t  embryonnaire. Des 
progr&s notables  o n t  e/t& enregistr6.s  c e t t e  annge: des r&nions p lus  
frgquentes de l t e x k c u t i f  e t  des  cornit&, des fonds accrus ,  l a  pub l i ca t ion  
d'un b u l l e t i n  en janvier ,  116tabl i ssement  d 'un  cours g&&al d ' a r c h i v i s t i q u e  
su r  une base  annuel le .  

I1 e s t  permis d l e sp&er  pour 1' an prochain l a  c rga t ioh  d 'une d i za ine  
de comitgs d 'd tude ,  l ' o r g a n i s a t i o n  de cours d ' a r c h i v i s t i q u e  en f r a n ~ a i s ,  
l a  pub l i ca t ion  de deux l i v r a i s o n s  de l l A r c h i v i s t e  canadien. 

I1 s u f f i r a i t  d ' i n t e n s i f i e r  ce s  e f f o r t s ,  de l e s  coordonner p lus  
efficacement e t  d 'en  d i f f u s e r  p lu s  largement l e s  r e / su l t a t s  pour que l a  
s e c t i o n  rempl isse  rkellement l e  r a l e  q u ' e l l e  s ' e s t  assign6e.  

Bernard Weilbrenner 



CHAIRMAN'S LETTER 

I n  June 1956, t h e  Archives Committee became t h e  Archives Sect ion .  
The Sect ion  w i l l  be 15  years  o l d  i n  June 1971. 

Rather than  t r y  t o  prepare an  accounting of i t s  success and i t s  
f a i l u r e s ,  I w i l l  suggest  an o u t l i n e  of  a  program of a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
Sect ion .  

The means of  achieving progress ,  i n  my view, could be placed under 
four  headings: s tudy groups - courses - pub l i ca t ions  - j o i n t  p ro j ec t s .  

Study groups 

The f i r s t  s t e p  would be t he  c r e a t i o n  of  s eve ra l  s tudy groups which 
would undertake t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  knowledge and understanding of a  given 
sub jec t  a rea ,  both p r i n c i p l e s  and techniques.  

courses  

Specia l ized  courses o r  d iscuss ion  meetings would be organized i n  
each sub jec t  a r ea ,  on the  b a s i s  of t h e  r e sea rch  c a r r i e d  out  by t h e  groups. 

Publ ica t ions  

The s t u d i e s  prepared by t h e  groups and r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  courses 
and d iscuss ions  would be published i n  order  t o  g ive  them wider d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

J o i n t  P ro j ec t s  

J o i n t  p r o j e c t s ,  c a r r i e d  ou t  by seve ra l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  would provide 
f o r  b e t t e r  co l l abo ra t ion  between Canadian archives .  

I n  t h i s  context ,  t h e  Sect ion ,  i t s  execut ive ,  and i t s  annual meeting, 
t h e  gene ra l  courses given under i t s  patronage,  and t h e  journal ,  The 
Canadian Arch iv i s t ,  would provide t h e  meeting p l ace  f o r  f u r t h e r  d i s cus s ion  
and, hopefully,  dec is ion .  

There a r e  a l ready,  i n  some form, t h e  b a s i c  elements of  t h i s  program. 
Notable progress  has been achieved t h i s  year:  more f requent  meetings of  
t h e  execut ive  and t h e  committees, increased  f i n a n c i a l  resources ,  t h e  
pub l i ca t ion  of a  B u l l e t i n  i n  January, t h e  s e t t i n g  up of annual  courses i n  
a r c h i v a l  adminis t ra t ion .  

Also, it is hoped t h a t ,  next  year,  t e n  committees w i l l  be a c t i v e ,  
a r c h i v a l  courses w i l l  be given i n  French, and t h e  Canadian Arch iv i s t  w i l l  
be i s sued  twice a year .  

A l l  t h a t  w i l l  be needed t o  have a Sect ion  which completely f u l f i l l s  
i t s  r o l e  w i l l  be more in t ense  e f f o r t ,  b e t t e r  coordinated and more widely 
known and appl ied .  

Bernard Weilbrenner 




